
MINUTES OF THE OPEN SESSION MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION
                 HELD AT VETERANS MEMORIAL MIDDLE SCHOOL 

IN THE MEDIA CENTER
12300 SOUTH GREENWOOD AVENUE, BLUE ISLAND, ILLINOIS

                                               ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

President Arendziak called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members Physically Present: Lynne O. Arendziak, Steven Cheversia, Jill D. Contreras, 
Denise Horton, Joyce K. Pilewski, and Jacquelyne R. Sharp.

     Absent:  Jane Blew Healy

Others Present: Dr. Raymond Lauk, Kathleen Duba, Dr. Tina Halliman, Allan McDonald 
Cynthia Mooney, Lenore Guyton, Daniel Grand, Tom Russell, Dexter Johnson, Jeanne 
Padron, Ashley Patterson, Alice Cheversia, Ted Mesiacos, Nikoletta Scarlatis, Ernesto 
Santacruz, Hilary Konczal, Ana Lopez Konczal, John Stipp, Lydia Beth Ouimet-Stipp, 
Manuel Peralta, Joann McInerney,  Olivia Narvarro, Deborah Venhuizen, Paul D. Pete 
Speer Jr., Roberto Sarli,  Mayella Sarli,  Maricela Castillo-Ibarra, Patricia F. Antonsen, 
Alma Cano,  Valerie  Marrin,  Tracey Bucki,  Mark Kuehner,  Willie  E.  Scott,  Christine 
Moehlig,  Maribeth  Matuszak,  Alicia  Ramirez,  Nancy  Madrigal,  Dorothy  Ababio, 
Esperanza Gonzalez and others.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

All those present recited the Pledge.

PRESENTATION – U.S. Census and Enrollment – Alma Cano

Alma  Cano,  Assistant  Principal  at  Lincoln  and  member  of  the  Leaders  130  Cadre  
presented on the upcoming US Census and Enrollment Projections for the District.  She 
informed  the  Board  that  in  an  effort  to  project  enrollment  numbers  and  stabilize  
boundaries for our school district, a form was developed for parents to complete listing 
all children living in their household from the ages of 0-6. This form also includes the 
home address, birth date and language they most often speak in the home.  Ms. Cano also 
informed the Board that she is working with Alsip, Blue Island and Crestwood on how to 
get census materials to parents.  She would like to create a census week to explain the 
information on the census form that need to be completed by households.
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION MEETING FEBRUARY 18, 2010 (Continued)

PRESENTATION – U.S. Census and Enrollment (Continued) – Alma Cano

Board  member  Jacquelyne  Sharp  asked  Ms.  Cano  if  anyone  from  the  Robbins  
Community was contacted regarding the Census.  She suggested that Ms. Cano try and 
contact someone at the Village Hall in Robbins.

President Arendziak thanked Ms. Cano for her presentation to the Board.

PRESENTATION – Paul Revere Intermediate Addition – Themes Architecture

Ted Mesiacos and Nikoletta Scarlatis of Themes Architecture presented proposed plans 
for the Paul Revere Intermediate Addition.  The first floor would be 3,185 square feet  
and would have a cafeteria.   The second floor would also be 3,185 square feet and  
would have a library and computer lab.  An elevator would also be added to the new 
addition.  The cost of the proposed two story addition is $1,395,030.

President Arendziak thanked Mr. Mesiacos and Ms. Scarlatis for their presentation to the 
Board.

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS

Roberto Sarli addressed the Board on Agenda Item IV-A Enrollment, February 1, 2010 
and asked for a more detailed explanation.

Lydia  Ouimet  Stipp  addressed  the  Board  and  stated  that  overcrowding  is  a  serous  
problem at Paul Revere Intermediate.  She also commented on the proposed new addition 
to Paul Revere Intermediate.

Mark Kuehner addressed the Board regarding the restructuring at Kerr Middle School.  
He asked the Board to reconsider the dismissal of teachers at Kerr Middle School.

Dexter Johnson addressed the Board and asked if the District had considered renting  
Salem Lutheran  School.   He gave  the  Board  an  information  form on Local  School  
Councils (LSC).  He informed the Board that the council consists of parents, community 
members, teachers, the school principal and a student representative.  Mr. Johnson asked 
if the District had applied for the 21st Century Grant.  He stated that he would like to  
provide college tours for our 6th, 7th, and 8th graders.  He also stated that he is sponsoring 
a trip to UIC on February 27, 2010, at no cost to students however, they will need to  
bring a lunch.  

Nancy Madrigal addressed the Board regarding the restructuring of Kerr Middle School 
and asked the Board to reconsider and modify the plan and let Mr. Sarli remain at Kerr 
Middle School.
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APPROVAL OF CONSENT GROUPING

Agenda Items II-C and IV-O were removed from the Consent Grouping.

It was moved by Mrs. Horton and seconded by Ms. Sharp to approve the Consent 
Grouping  including  the  minutes  of  the  Regular  and  Executive  Session  of  the 
January  21,  2010  meeting,  the  Special  Session  minutes  of  the  January  9,  2010 
meeting, and also that the Treasurer of Cook County School District 130 be directed 
and authorized to pay invoice listings dated January, 2010 through February 18, 
2010, consisting of seventy-four pages and summarized as follows:

  INTERIM OBLIGATIONS  PAYROLL

         Education Fund             768,933.02 1,922,315.18
          Building Fund       268,669.61           59,459.55

Transportation Fund         133,990.95             18,112.27
Tort Services                     192.54                  1,458.00

                        Total                       $1,171,786.12  $2,001,345.00

Grand Total              $3,173,131.12

The Board was informed that the Cash Balance Report Operating Funds balance is 
$10.8 million.  The Budget Balance Report reflects the expenditures to date.

The Board was informed that on February 5, 2010, the District responded to the  
President of BIESPA Local 430 Alice Cheversia’s February 2, 2010, FOIA request 
for the District’s  FY2009 Annual Financial  Report and the December 31, 2009,  
Fund Balance Report.

The Board approved the employment of classified staff as follows:
Amy McGinnis, Speech and Language Assistant at Kerr and Veterans Memorial  
Middle Schools, effective January 13, 2010, annual salary $38,676 pro-rated        
$18, 907.68;
Lisa Rice, School Nurse at Horace Mann, effective February 2, 2010, annual salary 
$36,000 pro-rated $15,000.

The Board was informed that on January 27, 2010, the Beginning Teacher Program 
(“BTP”) participants, first year teachers and their mentors, met at Governors State 
University.  The GSU trainers reviewed the various requirements of the program 
that the teachers were expected to complete.  Teachers must provide reports of their 
activities that fulfill these requirements to GSU at the upcoming March meeting. 
Following this review, the first year teachers and their respective mentors selected 
one workshop to attend from among a variety being offered.

The Board was informed that second year teachers in the BTP Program had the 
option to attend either the January 27th meeting or an upcoming meeting in March 
to fulfill the reporting and other requirements for Year Two of the program.  
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APPROVAL OF CONSENT GROUPING ( Continued)

On February 17, 2010, both the first and second year teachers in the BTP Program 
will  attend  a  required  meeting  in-district.   The  BTP  Team  (Marge  Crivellone, 
Cheryl  Vacca,  Phyllis  Graham,  Carol  Crum and John Dudzik)  will  present  the 
following topics:  the certification process and how to renew, CPDU units and their 
purpose,  the  Educator’s  Certification  System  (ECS),  the  assessments  that  our 
district uses and their purpose, and sharing of ideas.

The total student enrollment in District 130 as of February 1, 2010 is 4,152 students. 
This is an increase of 20 students over last years February 1st enrollment which was 
4,132 (including students placed out-of-district).

The seventh and eighth grade District 130 Spelling Bee was held on January 26, 
2010.  This event is possible only through the efforts of many staff.  Thank you to 
Margaret  Buckley  coach  from  Kerr  Middle,  Lynn  Van  Heel  coach  from  Hale 
Middle and to  Leilani  Shute coach from Veterans Memorial  for their efforts on 
behalf of students.

Congratulations  to  all  of  the  students  who won building  competitions  and  who 
represented their respective schools in the District-wide competition.  Winners in 
the following categories are as follows:  

First Place and overall winner of the District 130 Spelling Bee is Syed Raza, 7th 
grade student at Nathan Hale Middle School.  Syed represented District 130 at the 
ComED Spelling Bee, sponsored by the Suburban Cook County Regional Office of 
Education-Southern  Bee,  Friday,  February  3,  2010  at  James  Hart  School.  The 
district runner-up was Manrique Wilfredo, 8th grade student at Veterans Memorial 
Middle School. 

Hale Middle School
Grade 7 Grade 8

1st Place Syed Raza (Grand Champion) Breana Osborne
Jocelyn Fabing

2nd Place   Kenny Shelwood Colleen McInerney
3rd Place Monica Bova Christine Labudiong
Kerr Middle School

Grade 7 Grade 8
1st Place Sarahi Duenas                                    Louis Dampier
2nd Place Evelio Romero                                    David Mendez
3rd Place Dakota Voltolina-Satter                    Romeo Aguirre

4



APPROVAL OF CONSENT GROUPING ( Continued)

The following informational items were included in the Consent Grouping: (Cont.)

Spelling Bee Winners: (Continued)
Veterans Memorial School

Grade 7 Grade 8
1st Place Maria Frausto                                   Wilfredo Manrique
2nd Place Jose Barrientos             Gisselle Lopez
3rd Place Ivan Cazarin                                      Roberto Castillo

The Board was informed of the  various Schools’ Black History Month Learning  
Activities and Women in History Month Learning Activities during the month of  
February.

February 2, 2010 was a School Improvement Day (SIP) Day and non-attendance  
day for students. 

February 3, 2010 the second whole district meeting for Response to Intervention 
was held.  The final meeting is in April.  

At the direction of the Board of Education, students in grades 5 and 7 participated 
or will participate in the following Health education classes at the Robert Crown 
Center, Hinsdale.  Adolescence: A Time for Decisions, at the Robert Crown Center 
for  7th grade students on the following days: 

Nathan Hale Middle  January 21, 2010
Kerr Middle March 19, 2010
Veterans Memorial Middle             April 1, 2010

Linda or Michael Puberty Programs, at the Robert Crown Center for 5th grade 
students on the following days: 

Nathan Hale Intermediate             October 2, 2009
Whittier February 15, 2010
George Washington February 26, 2010
Paul Revere Intermediate            April 27, 2010

This  year,  the  state  has  continued to  allow accommodations  for  students  in  the 
TBE/TPI Programs taking ISAT.  The language accommodations are just for the 
students who have been in the program from one to five years, including year 5. 
Accommodations are in English and Spanish.
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APPROVAL OF CONSENT GROUPING ( Continued)

The following informational items were included in the Consent Grouping: (Cont.)

The Dual Language Voluntary Plan Team has planned for its Family Fun Night for 
Thursday, March 25, 2010.  This year it will be held at Revere Primary School from 
6:30 to 8:15 p.m.  The voluntary plan team consists of Margarite Crivellone, Cheryl 
Vacca,  Alma Cano,  Enid Alvarez,  Consuelo  Ramirez,  Socorro  Saucedo,  Theresa 
Zambrano and Jose  Bono.   Families  will  participate  in  three  different  language 
activities (English and Spanish).  The evening will end with refreshments and books 
in both English and Spanish as door prizes.  The Dual Language Voluntary Plan 
Team met to see how the program is progressing.  The Dual Language Brochure 
will be distributed to the students that will be entering District 130 kindergarten this 
coming fall from Mann, Greenbriar, Nathan Hale Primary and CEDA/Headstart. 
The brochure was revised to include a better description of the class array and that 
the student must begin at the kindergarten level.  The information in the brochure 
will be placed on the website.  The class is made up of both students from the TBE 
and  the  regular  education  programs.  This  provides  good  models  for  both  the 
English and the Spanish languages.

Dual Language Program - Spanish as a Second Language Local Assessments
The Dual Language Plan Team reviewed the revised Spanish as a Second Language 
local assessments.  These assessments will provide another measurement as to how 
the Dual Language students are progressing in the Spanish Language.  They will 
measure the four language domains - speaking and listening, reading and writing. 
This will be given at the end of March.

Dual Language Program - Planning for Dual Language Classes for First Grade
Dual  language kindergarten teachers  will  meet  this  month to  review the  testing 
procedures and the parent surveys that will be distributed to parents.  These will 
assist with the development of the first grade dual language class for next school 
year at each Dual Language site.  

This  year,  supplemental  materials  provided  through  the  TBE/TPI  and  Title  III 
Grants  will  be  for  the  students  in  the  TBE Primary  Schools  (K-3).   Funds  are 
rotated by grade span for the TBE program students every year.  Last year Grades 
6-8 received materials.  The TPI Program has sufficient supplemental materials at 
this time.  

The  ACCESS  tests  for  measuring  English  Language  Proficiency  assist  in 
determining whether the students remain in the TBE/TPI Program or not for the 
following year.   They also assist in planning for classes for the new school year. 
However,  they  usually  arrive  in  late  May.   In  order  to  place  students  most 
appropriately and have another measurement tool for those who enrolled after the 
ACCESS  test,  the  TBE/TPI  Program  has  developed  another  set  of  language 
assessments for listening, speaking, reading and writing.  
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APPROVAL OF CONSENT GROUPING ( Continued)

The following informational items were included in the Consent Grouping: (Cont.)

These assessments were revised to correlate with the WIDA Standards.  A team of 
two teachers per grade level worked on these revisions last school year.  The team 
met this year to review and make sure they were ready to use.  In addition, our local  
language assessments provide language information for students who enrolled after 
the state ACCESS test was administered.  These will be administered the end of 
March.

Gifted Education Program Voluntary Plan Team
The voluntary plan team made up of teachers and parents met on January 22, 2010. 
The teachers  were Corinne Ufferman, Sharon Domas, Wendy Peterson, Jeanette 
Henke,  John  Harasen  and  Diane  Parham.   The  parents  that  attended  were 
Alexandra Berry, Yolanda Fernandez, Norma Swain and Sharon Parker.  Various 
ideas were presented and discussed.  It was decided by the team that this year, we 
will use the services of Wheel of Wisdom for our Family Fun Night on April 22, 
2010.  Families will participate in a Trivia type of activity.  Since the activity is on 
Earth Day,  teachers  will  include Earth Day questions.   Dinner will  be provided 
prior to the activity at a nominal charge like last year.  The evening will end with 
refreshments and a book raffle.  

Gifted Parent Meeting
The  parent  informational  meeting  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  February  25 th,  at 
Veterans  Memorial  Middle  School.   This  year,  Sheryl  Gallaher  will  be  our 
presenter.   The  presentation  is  entitled,  “The  Importance  of  Doing  Homework. 
Being Gifted Doesn’t Mean We Don’t Study.”  There will be time for questions from 
the audience.  Child care will be provided for parents.  The evening will end with 
refreshments and a nice selection of books will be raffled.  Information about the 
meeting was placed on the District 130 website.

The  Annual  Title  I  Parent  Meetings  are  being planned  by  the  Title  I  Director, 
Margarite Crivellone, Cheryl Vacca and teacher presenters.  The focus this year will 
be “vocabulary.”  The first meeting will be on Wednesday, February 24th at Lincoln; 
the second meeting will be on Wednesday, March 10th at Revere Primary; and the 
last meeting will be at Washington on March 17, 2010.  All meetings are from 6:00 
to 8:00 p.m.  This information was placed on the District 130 website.

During  the  month  of  January,  ten  (10)  students  were  in  attendance  at  the 
Alternative Learning Center.  There were no students attending the ALC from out-
of-district.

PBIS training was one of  the topics covered at the District’s  SIP Day.  Internal 
Coaches, Chris Kosek and Amy Botica made presentations to staff that are new to 
using the PBIS system.  This was an opportunity for new staff to see an overview of 
the  program and  learn  how  the  program is  being  implemented  throughout  the 
District.  
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APPROVAL OF CONSENT GROUPING ( Continued)

They also discussed the Social  Emotional  Learning Standards and how they are 
incorporated into PBIS.  Each of the buildings has procedures and incentives  in 
place.

The Board was informed that  at  the  February meeting,  Pat  Meehleis  (Reading  
Specialist) from Paul Revere Primary School presented reading strategies focusing 
on helping students with their vocabulary skills.  The Reading Buddies were given 
handouts to assist them when reading to the students.

After last year’s big success, The Reading Buddies are also in the early stages of 
setting up another Family Event for the students involved in the Reading Buddy 
Program.   Current  plans  are  to  hold  the  event  on  Sunday,  March  21,  2010, 
sometime in  the  afternoon at  the  Veterans  School  auditorium.   There  will  be  a 
Magic Show sponsored by the Blue Island Library and the Beverly Arts Center as 
part of their Big Read Program.  Carl Ferraro and Debra Lyman will work with 
Dan Carroll from the Blue Island Library to organize the event.  The students will  
receive  free  books  and treats  that  day  to  celebrate  their  efforts  in  the  Reading 
Buddy Program.  Some of our Reading Buddies will also be at the event to greet 
their students and the students’ families.

The Board was informed of the following Building and Grounds matters:

Kerr Middle School
On Sunday January 24th, at 10:00 a.m. Nicor Gas called and said they had to get into 
the school to check for a gas leak.  They said the neighbors were complaining about 
a gas  odor.   Nicor checked the  school  and the  boiler  room where the main gas 
supply comes into the building and didn’t find any gas leaks.  They finally found the 
leak outside where the alley meets Union Street.  They installed a new gas supply 
line from Maple Ave. to the alley.  All of the work was completed by 6:00 p.m.

Revere Intermediate School
Boiler #2 has had a lot of problems.  Victory HVAC Inc. has just installed a new 
programmer.  In the near future this boiler needs to be rebuilt.

Nathan Hale Intermediate School
Victory HVAC Inc. has just installed a new compressor.  The heat regulation for the 
classrooms and offices is working much better.

Bad Weather Inc.
They have done a great job plowing and salting the Nathan Hale Campus, George 
Washington, and Horace Mann Schools.

Maintenance
The maintenance staff continues to do a great job of plowing and salting the Blue 
Island Schools.
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION MEETING FEBRUARY 18, 2010 (Continued)

Custodians
The schools look very good.  The custodians have been doing a very good job of 
keeping them up.

Upon calling the question to a vote, the members responded as follows:

Ayes:  Cheversia, Contreras, Horton, Pilewski, Sharp, and Arendziak
Nays:  None
Abstain:  Cheversia and Horton on Agenda Item I-C.
Absent:  Healy

The President declared the motion carried.

II. FINANCIAL

The Board discussed the  Technology Project  Status  Report.   Board member  Denise  
Horton thanked Mr. Russell for his report.  She suggested that Mr. Russell indicate in his 
report how many work tickets he receives at the beginning of each month.  Ms. Sharp 
asked Mr. Russell what the response time is after a work ticket has been submitted.  Mr. 
Russell stated that the initial contact from a technician should be within 24 hours.  The 
Board also requested that the current web site be updated and maintained until the new 
web site is completed.

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Cheversia  and  seconded  by  Mrs.  Contreras  to  adopt 
Resolution  No.  2010-10  authorizing  Franczek  Radelet  P.C.  as  its  legal 
representative, to file a Request to Intervene in Appeal Proceedings in all 2008-2010 
assessment-year appeals filed at the State of Illinois Property Tax Appeal Board for 
which  the  Board  receives  notice  from  the  Cook  County  Board  of  Review  and 
represent the Board’s interests in these proceedings.

Upon calling the question to a vote, the members responded as follows:

Ayes:  Cheversia, Contreras, Horton, Pilewski, Sharp, and Arendziak
Nays:  None
Absent:  Healy

The President declared the motion carried.

It was moved by Mrs. Horton and seconded by Mr. Cheversia to adopt Resolution 
No.  2010-11  authorizing  the  School  Treasurer  (Worth  Township  Treasurer)  to 
deposit the District’s extraordinary general state aid payment, when received, solely 
into the District’s Tort Immunity Fund, rather than into all of the District’s funds 
on a pro-rata basis.  This action is necessary due to a deficit position in this fund, 
resulting  from  an  increase  in  liability  and  workers  compensation  insurance 
premiums, and a reduction in levy revenue.
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II. FINANCIAL (Continued)

Upon calling the question to a vote, the members responded as follows:

Ayes:  Cheversia, Contreras, Horton, Pilewski, Sharp, and Arendziak
Nays:  None
Absent:  Healy

The President declared the motion carried.

It was moved by Mrs. Horton and seconded by Mrs. Contreras to adopt Resolution 
No. 2010-12 authorizing the sale of $5,045,000 General Obligation Limited Working 
Cash Bonds.  

Upon calling the question to a vote, the members responded as follows:

Ayes:  Cheversia, Contreras, Horton, Pilewski, Sharp, and Arendziak
Nays:  None
Absent:  Healy

The President declared the motion carried.

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Cheversia  and  seconded  by  Mrs.  Horton  to  approve  the 
Administrator  for  Business  Services  to  begin  the  process  to  hire  two  new 
maintenance staff positions.

Upon calling the question to a vote, the members responded as follows:

Ayes:  Cheversia and Arendziak
Nays:  Contreras, Horton, Pilewski, and Sharp
Absent:  Healy

The President declared the motion lost.

The Board received a detailed analysis of the Universal Breakfast Program.  Students 
eligible  for  breakfast  are  3,601.   Students  participating  in  the  breakfast  program are 
2,640.

IV. CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

The Board  discussed the  field  trip  requests  for  Veterans  Memorial  and Nathan Hale 
Middle Schools.  Ms. Sharp questioned whether Kerr Middle School students would be 
included in any of the field trips.  She stated that the trips should be equitable for all  
students. 
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IV. CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION (Continued)

It was moved by Mrs. Horton and seconded by Mrs. Contreras to approve the field 
trip requests of Veterans Memorial to Springfield, Illinois and Washington D.C. and 
Nathan Hale Middle to Springfield, Illinois and Washington D.C. as presented.

Upon calling the question to a vote, the members responded as follows:

Ayes:  Cheversia, Contreras, Horton, Pilewski, Sharp, and Arendziak
Nays:  None
Absent:  Healy

The President declared the motion carried.

The Board was informed that on January 26, 2010, members of the District Restructuring 
Team had a phone conference with Dr. Pascarelli regarding the current planning process 
and his initiation into the process.  We will be setting dates for his coming work with the 
teams.  On February 2, 2010, members of the 2010-2011 staff at Kerr began their work 
together as a staff.  Mr. Robert Hildreth, incoming principal for Kerr, led off with a brief 
look at the vision for Kerr. This was immediately followed by a tour of Kerr looking at 
the  learning  environment  through  new lenses.  This  was  led  by  Ives  Munoz,  current 
Assistant Principal, and Cheryl Vacca, former Assistant Principal.   The staff provided 
ideas for the “new learning” environment that will be shared with the appropriate design 
team.   Following the  tour,  the  staff  assembled  in  the  small  gym and worked with a 
Second City Improv in building a team and focusing on the vision for their work together. 
The enthusiasm and energy in the room was strong.  After lunch, the staff chose a team 
for their work: Parent and Community Involvement, Academic, Technology, Professional 
Development,  Learning  Environment  and  Climate,  and  Extended  Learning.  They are 
picking a leader and setting their first meeting for the 1st two weeks of February.  After 
these  choices,  the  team  worked  on  reviewing  effective  middle  school  research, 
developmental characteristics of young adolescents, and aspects of visiting other middle 
schools.

It  was moved by Mrs.  Horton and seconded by Mrs.  Contreras  to approve the 
District 130 Technology Plan for electronic submission by March 1, 2010.

Upon calling the question to a vote, the members responded as follows:

Ayes:  Cheversia, Contreras, Horton, Pilewski, Sharp, and Arendziak
Nays:  None
Absent:  Healy

The President declared the motion carried.
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V. PUPIL PERSONNEL SERVICES

It was move by Mrs. Pilewski and seconded by Ms. Sharp to up hold the school/in 
school suspensions of students A-Z, A1-J1 and bus suspensions of students A-F.

Upon calling the question to a vote, the members responded as follows:

Ayes:  Cheversia, Contreras, Horton, Pilewski, Sharp, and Arendziak
Nays:  None
Absent:  Healy

The President declared the motion carried.

VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Board member Denise Horton asked about the Intergovernmental Agreements with the 
Villages of Crestwood and Alsip.  Mr. McDonald stated that he had not received any 
responses from Crestwood or Alsip regarding the Intergovernmental Agreements.  Mrs. 
Horton will give Mr. McDonald contact information for Crestwood.

Board member Steven Cheversia stated that traffic continues to be an issue at Revere 
Primary and Intermediate Schools.  He suggested that principals be more visible during 
arrival and departure times at these schools.

Board member Jacquelyne Sharp stated that she is concerned that Kerr Middle School 
students are not participating in the field trip to Washington D.C.  She suggested that 
perhaps Kerr Middle School students could attend the trip with Veterans or Nathan Hale 
Middle School.

VIII. NEW BUSINESS – None 

IX. COMMUNICATIONS

President’s Report

President Arendziak reported on the following items.

The District Spelling Bee was held on January 26, 2010 and the students did a great job 
of spelling.  The students went many rounds and spelled some very difficult words.

The History Night at Nathan Hale Middle School was very impressive.   The reports, 
dioramas,  floats,  and  posters  were  an  example  of  incorporating  artistic  talents  with 
academics.  Thank you to the teachers for the extra time put forth in guiding the students 
and displaying the finished products.
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IX. COMMUNICATIONS (Continued)

President’s Report (Continued)

The two breakfasts attended by Dr. Lauk and Board members Joyce Pilewski, Steven 
Cheversia, Jill Contreras, Jane Healy, Jacquelyne Sharp and myself were interesting and 
informative.  The breakfast held at the Nathan Hale Campus received many compliments 
from the IASB and other people attending from other districts.  The art work of students 
from all of our schools was tastefully displayed thanks to Mary Jordan art teacher from 
Nathan Hale Primary and Intermediate Schools.

The Sip Day held at Kerr Middle was exhilarating for teachers.  They were learning to 
work together through activities led by a team from Second City.

Dr. Lauk, Joyce Pilewski and myself attended a workshop sponsored by the IASB on 
Basics of Law on Board Meetings and Practices. 

The Valentine Dance at Kerr Middle was well attended.  The students appeared to have a 
great time.  Thank you to the staff for organizing this event and attending.  Also, thank 
you to the parents that helped as chaperones.

Next week manuscripts for the Young Authors’ Contest need to be read and evaluated. 
Any Board members with extra time to read would be appreciated.  The manuscripts will 
be read at Veterans Memorial on Tuesday, February 23rd and at Nathan Hale Primary on 
Thursday, February 25, 2010.

The National Junior Honor Society inductions will be held at Nathan Hale Middle and 
Veterans Memorial on Wednesday, February 24, 2010.  There is also a Black History 
Program on February 26th, at 8:30 a.m. at Nathan Hale Middle.

On March 5th, the Eisenhower National Honor Society students will be delivering books 
and reading to the students at Greenwood School from 12:00 – 2:45 p.m. 

The students from Greenbriar, Horace Mann, and Nathan Hale Primary PreKindergarten 
are  having  a  “Celebration  of  Learning”  to  which  Board  members  are  invited. 
Greenbriar’s is on Monday, March 8th, Horace Mann’s will be held on Tuesday, March 
9th, and Wednesday, March 10th, and Nathan Hale Primary’s will be on Thursday, March 
11, 2010.

President Arendziak thanked the Art teachers from all the schools for sending samples of 
their students’ work to be displayed at District Office and to Kathy Duba for taking the 
time to display them.  
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IX. COMMUNICATIONS (Continued)

Superintendent’s Report

1. Negotiations – Lynne, Maribeth Matuszak, Nancy Acosta and I met on February 9 
to discuss the process of negotiations and seek agreement on an approach.

2. Kerr Restructuring – The first  meeting  of the newly formed Kerr staff  was on 
February 2 and was a tremendous success.  The team toured the building, looking 
at  it  with  new  eyes,  engaged  in  team  building  with  Second  City,  organized 
subgroups to focus on the major themes to be addressed, and worked with Linda 
Battles.  I received great comments from the staff, and the energy and enthusiasm 
was overwhelming!

3. Media Breakfast – Donna Umecker from the Alsip community news was the only 
person to attend the media breakfast on Feb 2.  Sandy from the Forum was busy 
covering the election that day and Duaa from the Southtown was sick.  However, 
Duaa came in and spent an hour with me on Feb 3.  This was a very productive 
time, as she is now a reporter at the Chicago Tribune—a good relationship to have!

4. AASA Conference  on  Education  –  Dr.  Lauk  reported  that  the  conference  was 
excellent.  He talked about the many workshops attended and that U.S. Secretary 
of Education Arne Duncan was one of speakers at the conference.

Dr. Lauk informed the Board that the audit went well.  The Life Safety Report has some 
minor things that need to be corrected.

Dr.  Lauk acknowledged Nathan Hale Middle School  for  their  success  with the  PBIS 
Program.

BIEA

Maribeth Matuszak addressed the Board regarding Bad Weather Inc.  She stated that 4-6” 
of snow was not removed from the parking at Nathan Hale Middle School on the first day 
that it snowed.  The snow was removed the night after the second snow fall.

Mrs.  Matuszak  also  asked  the  Board  for  additional  Association  Leave  Days  so  that 
members can attend Lobby Day on April 21, 2010, in Springfield.  She also invited the 
Board  to  attend  Lobby  Day  the  bus  will  leave  from the  IEA  office  in  Matteson  at 
6:00 a.m. on April 21, 2010.

BIESPA (Local #430)

Alice  Cheversia  addressed  the  Board  to  request  an  updated  list  of  part-time  and 
temporary employees.  She also requested a seniority list.  
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IX. COMMUNICATIONS (Continued)

Audience

Roberto Sarli addressed an issue about snow days from last school year.  He said that 
teachers attended a conference on the snow days and worked more than 180 days last 
school year and would like closure.  The teachers want two days pay or 2 personal days  
for a one day use.  This affects approximately eight teachers.

Dr. Lauk stated that this issue was addressed and the request was denied.

Mr. Sarli asked how much had been paid to Second City for their visits to the District.  
President Arendziak stated that $5,400 was spent for the visits.

Mr. Sarli also said that he hopes better communication will happen with the Board.

Alicia  Ramirez  appealed  to  the  Board  not  remove  Roberto  Sarli  from  Kerr  Middle 
School.  She requested a meeting with the Board to have an open dialogue about the 
Restructuring of Kerr Middle and having parents involved in the process.

Board member Jacquelyne Sharp stated that decision for restructuring Kerr Middle had 
already been made and we can move forward but not go back.

Lydia Ouimet Stipp addressed the Board and stated that Computer Tech, Stuart Taylor 
was awesome.  Kudos to Stuart.  Mrs. Stipp told the Board  that many times the Principal 
at Revere Intermediate is away from the building and there is no assistant.  She stated that 
there is a huge problem getting substitutes for the building and support staff are used to 
substitute in classrooms.  Mrs. Stipp also asked the Board if they have ever considered 
hiring a Grant writer.  Board member Denise Horton stated that it had been explored but 
maybe the Board would explore the idea again.

Deborah Venhuizen addressed the Board and commented about the District 130 web site.

Jeanne Padona also commented about the District 130 web site.

Mayella Sarli addressed the Board and asked members of the Board to come and visit the 
schools. 

Shirley Filipello informed the Board that the Kerr Middle School National Junior Honor 
Society will hold their induction ceremony on Thursday, March 11, 2010, and invited the 
Board to attend.  She also asked the Board to respond to a letter that she sent to them in 
December.

Valerie Marrin addressed the Board regarding traffic congestion problems at Paul Revere 
Intermediate and Primary Schools.
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IX. COMMUNICATIONS (Continued)

Audience (Continued)

Dorothy Ababio asked the Board when the new web site would be launched.  She was 
told that before June the new web site will be ready.

President  Arendziak thanked everyone for attending the meeting and expressing their 
concerns to the Board.

It was moved by Mrs. Horton and seconded by Mrs. Pilewski to recess to Executive 
Session to discuss Student Discipline 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(9), Personnel Matters 5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(1), Collective Negotiating Matters 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(2), and Superintendent’s 
Evaluation – 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1)

Upon calling the question to a vote, the members responded as follows:

Ayes:  Cheversia, Contreras, Horton, Pilewski, Sharp, and Arendziak
Nays:  None
Absent:  Healy

The President declared the motion carried and the Board adjourned to Executive Session 
at 9:30 p.m.

X. EXECUTIVE SESSION

• Student Discipline – 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(9)
• Personnel Matters – 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1)
• Collective Negotiating Matters – 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(2)
• Superintendent’s Evaluation – 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1)

XI. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION

The Board returned to Open Session at 11:54 p.m.

Those previously in attendance were present except for Mr. Cheversia who left at      
11:00 p.m.

It was moved by Mrs. Horton and seconded by Mrs. Healy to uphold the ten day 
suspension of Student A and return to school on Monday.

Upon calling the question to a vote, the members responded as follows:

Ayes:  Contreras, Horton, Sharp, Pilewski, and Arendziak
Nays:  None
Absent:  Cheversia 

The President declared the motion carried.
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XI. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION (Continued)

It was moved by Mrs. Horton and seconded by Ms. Sharp to uphold the ten day  
suspension of Student B and return to school on Monday.

Upon calling the question to a vote, the members responded as follows:

Ayes:  Contreras, Horton, Sharp, Pilewski, and Arendziak
Nays:  None
Absent:  Cheversia 

The President declared the motion carried.

It was moved by Mrs. Contreras and seconded by Mrs. Horton to uphold the ten 
day suspension of Student C and return to school.

Upon calling the question to a vote, the members responded as follows:

Ayes:  Contreras, Horton, Sharp, Pilewski, and Arendziak
Nays:  None
Absent:  Cheversia 

The President declared the motion carried.

It was moved by Mrs. Horton and seconded by Mrs. Contreras to uphold the ten 
day suspension of Student D and return to school.

Upon calling the question to a vote, the members responded as follows:

Ayes:  Contreras, Horton, Sharp, Pilewski, and Arendziak
Nays:  None
Absent:  Cheversia 

The President declared the motion carried.

It was moved by Mrs. Horton and seconded by Mrs. Contreras to uphold the ten 
day suspension of Student E with placement in the ALC until the end of the school 
year and all 8th grade privileges revoked.

Upon calling the question to a vote, the members responded as follows:

Ayes:  Contreras, Horton, Sharp, Pilewski, and Arendziak
Nays:  None
Absent:  Cheversia 

The President declared the motion carried.
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XI. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION (Continued)

Dr. Lauk spoke about the visitation of the Regional Office of Education.  Most of the  
District received a favorable evaluation.  However, there are thirty-nine staff members  
that are not properly certificated.  This is 12 ½% of the staff.  The final report from the 
R.O.E. will be shared with the Board when it is received.

XII. ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Mrs. Horton and seconded by Mrs.  Contreras to adjourn the  
meeting.

Upon calling the question to a vote, the members responded as follows:

Ayes:  Contreras, Horton, Sharp, Pilewski, and Arendziak
Nays:  None
Absent:  Cheversia

The President declared the motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 12:30 a.m. on Friday, February 19, 2010.

Approved by the Board of Education on the 18th day of March, 2010.

_________________________________ _________________________________
Lynne O. Arendziak, President Joyce K. Pilewski, Secretary
District 130 Board of Education District 130 Board of Education
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	MINUTES OF THE OPEN SESSION MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION
	                 HELD AT VETERANS MEMORIAL MIDDLE SCHOOL 
	                                               ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2010
	CALL TO ORDER
	ROLL CALL
	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

	First Place and overall winner of the District 130 Spelling Bee is Syed Raza, 7th grade student at Nathan Hale Middle School.  Syed represented District 130 at the ComED Spelling Bee, sponsored by the Suburban Cook County Regional Office of Education-Southern Bee, Friday, February 3, 2010 at James Hart School. The district runner-up was Manrique Wilfredo, 8th grade student at Veterans Memorial Middle School. 
		Hale Middle School
	Nathan Hale Middle	 			January 21, 2010
	Kerr Middle					March 19, 2010
	Veterans Memorial Middle		            April 1, 2010
	Linda or Michael Puberty Programs, at the Robert Crown Center for 5th grade students on the following days: 
	Nathan Hale Intermediate		            October 2, 2009
	Whittier						February 15, 2010
	George Washington				February 26, 2010
	Paul Revere Intermediate		           		April 27, 2010


